
A Cumulative Impact Policy (CIP) is defined within Section 182 Guidance to the Licensing 
Act 2003; Section 14 – Statement of Licensing Policy; Paragraphs 14.20 to 14.46.

A CIP has been adopted by the Local Authority since 2013 and covers the CAN-DO area. 
This is the second review of this Policy. The Constabulary has been consulted on this Policy 
and has worked with partners in formulating this review document.

Local Authority Licensing & Police Licensing along with other partners such as Trading 
Standards, UKBA and HMRC have worked together to improve standards within the CAN-
DO area specifically around alcohol licensing, and enforced against the sale of counterfeit 
and illicit alcohol & cigarettes, forced labour or employing illegal immigrants and subsequent 
tax evasion. 

Following the introduction of the CIP in 2013 Local Authority Licensing & Police Licensing 
carried out comprehensive compliance inspections of all licensed premises within the CAN-
DO area offering advice and guidance, and taking action where necessary to deal with 
licensees not complying with the licensing objectives. This early intervention sent out a clear 
message that any sales of alcohol in contravention of the licensing objectives or condition 
set on the Premises License would be dealt with pro-actively in accordance with the 
Licensing Act 2003.

Progressively over the years a new standard was set within alcohol licensing within the 
CAN-DO area, which has been maintained by the partnership between responsible 
authorities and licensees. Mediation with prospective applicants has led to significant 
improvements in the standard of license applications such that conditions are being set that 
would suggest that the premises would not impact or contribute towards the cumulative 
impact in the area. Where applicants weren’t so informed or co-operative, representations 
have been made and sent to the Licensing Sub-Committee for them to make the final 
determination.

It is clear from the introduction of the CIP that application submissions and operating 
standards have significantly improved. We now see that applicants are routinely adding a 
condition where beer, lager or cider above 6.5% Abv would not be sold at the premises, a 
reduction in operating hours and significant CCTV conditions.

The Police Licensing, Local Authority Licensing and partners continue to monitor and 
regulate licensing within the CAN-DO area amongst other areas. I believe this course of 
action, supported by the CIP has allowed us to define a set standard and maintain it, and as 
such we have seen a positive uptake from Licensees and their contracted representatives. 

The CIP sets a rebuttable presumption that applications for the grant or variation of premises 
licenses or club premises certificates which are likely to add to the existing cumulative 
impact will normally be refused or subject to certain limitations (following valid 
representation), unless the applicant can demonstrate within the operating schedule that 
there will be no negative cumulative impact on one or more of the licensing objectives. A 
valid representation must be made before a Sub-Committee with adequate information or 
evidence so that they can make an informed decision around refusing or accepting the 
application.
 
Routinely Police Licensing will mediate with applicants, in partnership with other responsible 
authorities, and where the desired standards are met, such that it is believed that the 
applicant will not impact on the cumulative problems, will not make any representation.

Crime data submitted by the Police Licensing Officer is limited and may not reflect a true and 
accurate picture of how alcohol is impacting the area that is CAN-DO. CAN-DO fits within 3 
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larger Police sectors namely North, Park and Central North. The data provided is a 
percentage data picture for the combined sectors rather than CAN-DO alone. We can see 
that alcohol related incidents have significantly reduced, whereas alcohol related crime has 
increased, more so in other areas of Peterborough compared to CAN-DO.

This increase may be due in part to the Police Licensing drive internally to ensure crimes 
and incidents are accurately tagged with alcohol markers, and the improvement in Police 
Crime / Incident reporting standards. 

Police Licensing has seen a marked decline in information and intelligence, incidents and 
crimes directly attributed to licensed premises. Whilst residents may be anecdotally 
informing other partners, this information is not being relayed back to the Licensing Authority 
and as such providing the valuable information / intelligence needed to proactively deal with 
problem premises. This may be because it is not being flagged in a specific way that would 
make it easier to find or that the general public are not routinely reporting problems directly 
to the Police. For example ‘Street Drinking’ reported to the Police between 01/04/2016 and 
04/10/2018 amounts to 16 reports within Central North. We know that this is not an accurate 
figure. Similarly when we look at alcohol related violent crime the majority come back to 
residential or street addresses and do not directly correlate to a specific licensed premises.

Cambridgeshire Constabulary have been part of a CIP working group in relation to this 
review and have provided available data which has been included in the Cumulative Impact 
Assessment Review September 2018 document. 
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